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xid his plans for the aggrandisement of Prussia, whatever might efall the Turks.1 As will appear more fully in a later chapter, e expected thai Joseph II would gain the whole, or I urge parts, f Moldavia and VVallachia. The armed mediation of Prussia 'a.s to lessen these acquisitions; and as a set-off to them Austria lust rede Galiela to the Poles; while their gratitude for the iicovery of that great province, torn from them in 1772, was to how itself in the cession to Prussia of the Important fortresses nd districts, Danx.lg and Thorn, HO necessary for the rounding 'IT of her ragged borders on the Kast. Such was the scheme f\\\c\\ took shape in Hertxberg's fertile hrain, and dominated 'russlan policy down in the summer of the year 1791.
The watchful Kwarl forwarded to Whitehall details of this ;ignnllc "deal" (if we may use the Americanism); and ns the cheme came to light it aroused deep distrust at Whitehall, At •nee the Prussian proposal wore a new aspect; and the draft of . treaty drawn up in this .sense In the middle of April left little lope of a settlement between the two Powers. In reply to Its iroposals Pitt and Carmarthen pointed out the vaguc-nosn of the 'rus.slan suggestions respecting Turkey, hut hinted that an ipportunily might comr for befriending the Sultan if he were ou hard pressed. Knrlher, while prnmiilng to help Prussia if he were attacked, they again demanded the like succour from irr If any of our culuutes wen1. unwilled. The.y ulsu dcHlred to irlng into the league Sweden, Denmark, and Portugal. l''or the )rc.nent, however, they .sought to llmll ihe Anglo-Prussian under-Inndlng to the Dutch guarantee, though a closer compact was o IKS discussed during the visit of the I'ruHsiiin monarch to hln Inter at Loo.1
This last suggestion WHS for Kwart himself. The others he vas to pass on to Herlzberg. That Minister chafed at tlus vulhcr rebuff to his plans, which now comprised the offer tif llu; irmed mediation of Prussia, Kngland, and Holland to Catharine md Joseph. The fondnt'st nf I'Verlerick William for l-'rance once nore appeared; and ihe I'Veru'h parly at Merlin venuiuotisly ainrd its head, l-'.nglantl, thry avowed, would gain everything roin ihlK nnr-tldt-d fompacl; fur lu-r trulcmlri wrn: I" br found 11 every MM. Why should ihr tmops uf the grntl I'Vcderick be
1 Srn Ina Irllrr ut   l.\\\i  Nnvriultfi   17^7 to   IMrU itt   ClnnilantilKtpIt1 '" llttuftscr, " Urtiim lit- drii hirlur," i, 3J$-6. 1 M I-'. ().," I'rtisiiii, i.i-  (.'amifliibm in Kwitrt, t^tli Mny